Events to Know

July

31 Tomorrow Employee Insurance
Option Changes Due. Changes
effective Sept. 1.

August

11 White Coat Ceremony, 6:30 p.m.,
TMC Edwin Hornberger Conference
Center.

13, 14 Student Retreat, Camp Allen.

September

8 Leadership Summit. Invited fac-
ulty and staff focus on currentissues,
challenges, and opportunities, 8:30
a.m. -4 p.m., Crowne Plaza Hotel.

27 12th Annual UT Scholarship
Golf Classic, 9 a.m., Redstone
Golf Club.

October

8 Founders’ Fun Fest, 2 -6 p.m.,
TMC Edwin Hornberger Conference
Center.

UTMost Interest

Austin G. Stack, Division of Renal Diseases
and Hypertension, recently wasinvited to par-
ticipate as a member of
the Special EmphasisRe-
view Pand for RO1, R21, and RO3 applications
on the Epidemiology of Chronic Kidney Dis-
ease at the National Institutes of Diabetes,
Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIH), in
Washington, D.C.

gy

FACULTY MAY SSIGN UP
FOR
STUDENT RETREAT

Welcome the incoming class of
Medical Students Aug. 13 - 14 at
CampAllenin Navasota, Texas.

Faculty pay just $125 for the
whole  family. Contact
<Katherine. A Willborn@uth.tmc.edu>
with questions.
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BERM PROJECT TOADD FLOOD TO PROTECTION MEASURES
Next week a new kind of construction plan that doesn’t involve building classrooms or nailing
Sheetrock will commence at the Medical School. The berm project, which will feature earthen
berms and hydrostatic walls, is a secondary flood protection measure for the
Medical School.

PO L Thefirst sign of the project will be a construction fence erected around Park-
\'--'..N\_"Il-{ ing Lot A , which officially closed July 31. All parkers have been relocated to

other lots and garages.

“The parking lot will be closed for two and ahalf yearsbecausewe' |l beusing it for alay down
areafor building materials when we demolish the John Freeman Building and construct the new
building,” said Ernest Walkup, project engi-
neer/manager from Facilities Operations.

The northwest/Fannin side of the berm
project will start first, and the whole project,
whichisFEMA approved and funded, will take
about ayear, Walkup added.

The berm projectsincludes a series of land-
scaped earthen berms, hydrostatic walls, new
drain pipesfor theroof, and large pumpsfor both sides of the building. So not only will the project
prevent flooding of the building, it will improve drainagein Webber Plaza.

“We'll also have new landscaping for Webber Plaza. You' re not going to know Webber Plaza
theway it isnow,” Walkup said.

Any treestaken down during the project will be replaced. “If we take down 10 inches—in tree
trunk diameter — worth of trees, we'll put back that amount,” explained Rives Taylor, health
science center architect. - D. Brown

TRACKINGASTILL ELUSIVE DISEASE INITSEARLY STAGES
Scleroderma, also called systemic sclerosis, isacomplex disease. It oftenischaracterized by the
formation of scar tissue, called fibrosis, in the skin and organs of the body, leading to thickness
and firmnessin the affected areas. It isan autoimmune disease of the connec-
tivetissue. Autoimmune diseases areillnesseswherein the body’stissuesare
attacked by their own immune system. Although described in the medical
literature nearly 250 years ago, discovering its cause, and thereby effecting a
cure, isstill afront-line effort for researchers.

Filemon Tan, M.D., Ph.D., Division of Rheumatology and Clinical Immunoge-
netics, was aresident here at the Medical School in 1994, when hefirst beganto |
work with Dr. Frank Arnett, Division of Rheumatol ogy, on sclerodermaresearch.

“1 was approached by Dr. Arnett, when | was a senior resident, to work with
him onastudy of the prevalence of sclerodermain the Choctaw NativeAmericans

Architect’s rendering of Webber Plaza
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WIiLLERSON OUTLINESAN UPBEAT FUTURE

AT PRESIDENT’ S FORUM JuLY 26

UT Health ScienceCenter President JamesT. Willerson, M.D.., briefed
Medica School faculty, students, residents, and staff on university-wide
priorities, detailing progress in campus building and fundraising and af -
firming that change will continue in the months and years ahead.

“1 know this continuesto be a challenging time; thank you right now
for your cooperation,” said the president. “We removing forward. Change
isthe only constant; embrace change. \We continue to seize new oppor-
tunitieswhileliving within our means. Collaboratewith your colleagues;
continue to be the best in education, research, and service.”

Willerson commented that the health science center isbecoming more
productive. “We' ve appointed two new deans, in additionto Dr. Sanley
Schultz of the Medical School. There'sDr. Cathy Flaitz of the Dental
School —who wasinstrumental in turning that school around —and Dr.
Guy Par cel of the School of Public Health. Thesethree could be deans
probably anywherein theworld.”

The new School of Nursing and new Student Community Center will
have an open house Oct. 29-30. “1 hopeto seeyou al there,” Willerson
said, extending an invitation to all Medical School personnel to come.

TRACKING A StiLL ELusve Dissass, Cont'D.

of Oklahoma.” Tan said he started collaborating with Arnett when Arnett
was awarded agrant from the Scleroderma Foundation. “Wetraveled to
Broken Bow, Oklahomatogether,” Tan said, “to formally ascertain the
prevalence of sclerodermain the Choctaw Nation and to collect genetic
material for subsequent studies.” Tan would later go back to spend a
week at the Choctaw Nation tribal hospital in Talahina, Okla., to draw
additional patients and normal controls to complete his study. In all,
said the researcher, over 20 scleroderma cases were collected, among
four dozen “first-degree” relatives of patients and 120 Choctaw con-
trolsfor the project.

“Our epidemiologic survey did not identify an environmental trigger
for the disease,” Tan said. “Therefore, we thought there might be a
genetic component that would explain the high prevalence of the dis-
ease. The Choctaw were an ideal population to study in this regard;
they are very homogenous in their clinical presentation. Our genetic
studies suggest that the high disease prevalence in the Choctaw may
be due to afounder effect.”

A founder effect means that a genetic factor may have been intro-
duced into the population several generations ago.

Actually it was both Dr. John Reveille, Division of Rheumatol ogy
and Clinical Immunogenetics, and Arnett who first reported avery high
prevalence of sclerodermain the Choctaw at the American College of
Rheumatology meeting in 1993-94, Tan said. Dr. Robert Howard, a
rheumatol ogist working in the Indian Health Service, was responsible
for alerting Arnett to the relatively large numbers of scleroderma cases
hewas seeing in thissmall rural community.

Presently Tan is expanding his studies to scleroderma patients from
the general population. Currently, he is working on skin fibroblasts,
which are prominent cell typesinvolved in scleroderma.

“We are trying to determine which genes are abnormally activated in
thesecells. | aminterested in comparing normal skin fibroblastswith skin
fibroblasts from scleroderma patients at the very early stages of disease
to study the initiating events rather than the later fibrotic stages.”

-C.O’'Brien
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WEeisBroDT APPOINTED VICE CHAIR,

| NTEGRATIVE BioLoGY AND PHARMACOL OGY

Norman Weisbrodt, Ph.D., has been appointed vice chair, Integra-
tive Biology and Pharmacol ogy, effective Sept. 1. Hisappointmentisin
succession to Dean Stanley Schultz, who
held the appointment of vice chair for five
years.

Weisbrodt studies gastrointestinal
smooth muscle function and adaptation
and collaborates with faculty from the De-
partment of Surgery and Department of In-
ternal Medicine in evaluating the role of
gastrointestinal motility in the development
of multiple organ failure. He also hasre-
ceived awards for histeaching activities.

Dr. Norman Weisbrodt

DeaN’ s RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP AWARD

WINNERS ANNOUNCED

Dean's Research Scholarship Awards were created to recognize Gradu-
ate School of Biomedical Sciences (GSBS) studentswho have achieved
distinction in biomedica research, and who have a Medical School
faculty adviser.

The six winners, each to receive $2,500, and their mentors, are:
SonjaBlum/Dr. Pramod Dash, Neurobiology & Anatomy; April Hebert/
Dr. Pramod Dash, Neurabiology & Anatomy; PamelaYang/Dr. Alan
Swann, Psychiatry & Behaviora Sciences; Auinash Kalsotra/Dr. Henry
Srobel, Biochemistry & Molecular Biology; Bao Nguyen/Dr. Carmen
Dessauer, Integrative Biology & Pharmacology; and Amy Trott/Dr.
Kevin Morano, Microbiology & Molecular Genetics.

Each awardee will present hisor her project at aprogram and recep-
tion 10am.—1:30 p.m. Thurs.,, Sept. 2, inthe Fifth Floor Gallery.

SavE THE FITNESs CENTER!

Did you know the Fitness Center has been going strong since
19787 Don't let a26-year-old institution die!

Come on up to the 8th floor and get fit. The easiest way to get
tothe center isviastairwell 7D near the 7th floor yellow elevator.

Membershipisjust $25 amonth. Currently thereare 131 mem-
bers; 169 need to be signed up before the end of August. Kick
boxing, yoga, total body workout, and personal training are just
some of the ways offered to keep you fit.

Family packages are avail able at $63 amonth or $160 for three
months. Member shipsare also good at the 7779 Knight Road
facility. Call 713-500-5044 for the Fitness Center or refer to the
Web site <http://ae.uth.tmc.edu> and click on Receation Center
for details.



