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Additional Elective Topics 

 
In addition to the departmental elective offerings described on the following pages, students may pursue 
other interests with faculty by arranging ad hoc electives or Special Projects according to the procedure 
outlined at the beginning of this book.  Some potential elective topics and the faculty contacts are listed 
below.  To explore other possibilities, please contact the departmental elective coordinator. 
 
 

Topic Faculty Name Telephone Number 
Neurobiology:   
Mechanisms of pain, pain 
modulation and drug of abuse 
(morphine, cocaine, 
amphetamine, Ritalin and 
ecstasy). 

Nachum Dafny, Ph.D. 
Nachum.Dafny@uth.tmc.edu 

713 / 500-5616 

Structure and Function of 
Primate Retina 

David Marshak, Ph.D. 
David.W.Marshak@uth.tmc.edu. 

713 / 500-5617 

Computational Neuroscience Douglas A. Baxter, Ph.D. 
Douglas.Baxter@uth.tmc.edu 

713 / 500-5565 

Neurobiology of Learning and 
Memory 

John Byrne, Ph.D. 
John.H.Byrne@uth.tmc.edu 

713 / 500-5602 
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